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31
LEED Buildings

14
LEED Accredited 

Professionals

SERVICES
Architecture
Master Planning
Interior Design
Landscape Architecture
Civil Engineering
Structural Engineering

9,600+
student beds

3 IN 3
new student centers in three years

34
student residential 

communities

34
college & universities

40
years experience

FIRM OVERVIEW
With 49 professionals, Sherman Carter Barnhart has a 
talented staff that offers a wealth of specialized knowledge 
across a breadth of industry sectors. Our collaborative, 
integrated approach blends the diverse knowledge of these 
specialties to explore new possibilities and give clients a 
competitive edge through fresh ideas. While our disciplines 
offer a depth of expertise, our studio structure gives rise 
to innovation and interdisciplinary collaboration. Project 
teams offer a broad range of resources for our clients, 
empowering us to work seamlessly and successfully from 
planning to implementation. 

design for change
Sherman Carter Barnhart realizes that our  
work must serve your evolving needs. Smart 
planning and communication encourages 
design solutions that are dynamic, 
innovative, sustainably-minded and cost 
effective with an eye to the future.

DEDICATED TO HIGHER EDUCATION
Sherman Carter Barnhart’s Higher Education Studio 
offers a group of dedicated professionals that 
specialize in higher education planning and design. 
We are thought-leaders and community-oriented 
designers that understand no two campuses are 
the same, yet all strive to offer the best learning 
environment for their students.
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STUDENT LIFE
As leaders in the design of student life facilities, Sherman Carter Barnhart brings 
inventive skill, vision, and in-depth understanding of the issues affecting colleges 
and universities nationwide. We promote innovative design that addresses the 
needs of today’s students, by acknowledging  the significance that residence halls/
student life facilities have on recruitment, retention and ranking among colleges 
and universities. We work with our clients to integrate design solutions, founded on 
student expectations.

Our projects are distinguished by our focus on cultivating a strong and compelling 
sense of community. Our design leadership emphasizes innovative living and 
learning environments where students are encouraged to actively participate.

HIGHER EDUCATION
Sherman Carter Barnhart believes that 
each campus and building opportunity 
is unique, presenting challenges that are 
best solved with clear ideas, innovative 
thinking and a thorough understanding 
of a project’s place, people, tradition 
and culture.  Such responses can only 
be drawn from the project specific 
circumstances and from an active 
dialogue with our client partners. We 
work to obtain our client’s input and 
embrace the opportunity to engage in 
meaningful communication to gain a 
better understanding of  their values, 
expectations and priorities.  Our design 
philosophy focuses on each individual 
client’s project goals and expectations.

9,600+
student beds

34
student residential 

communities

STUDENT HOUSING
Known for fostering dialogue, Sherman Carter Barnhart is 
dedicated to client service and design excellence. When 
designing a residence hall, we pay careful attention to 
unique program characteristics and how they relate to 
student success. We bring innovative ideas and lessons 
learned from relevant project experience - more than 
9,600 beds of both new and renovated student housing— 
including 6,850 beds from 2012-2017. Our projects are 
distinguished by their focus on building a strong and 
compelling sense of community.

From this extensive experience, we have learned that one 
size does not fit all. Each academic institution is unique 
and its student residence halls must be tailored to the 
particular culture of the campus. Finding the right mix 
of units and shared spaces requires a comprehensive 
process of planning and design based on the ultimate 
goal of creating a sense of "community". Students should 
be able to transition into campus life while achieving 
personal and academic goals, and building friendships 
with colleagues.

Our knowledge and understanding of current trends 
in successful student housing design is extensive. A 
successful residence hall needs to:

 � create opportunities for student interaction
 � offer a connection to campus life
 � offer spaces that support academic pursuits and 

programs
 � be sustainable/energy efficient
 � create a sense of place and identity
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LIVING-LEARNING COMMUNITIES
Sherman Carter Barnhart is committed to designing nurturing 
living-learning environments, by providing spaces to meet the 
specialized needs of the student resident, allowing each to 
reach their full potential.  

We’ve designed over 300 living-learning spaces featuring 
state-of-the-art technology and other lifestyle amenities, in 
16 residence halls enriching academic programs in support 
of student success. These spaces/classrooms are outfitted 
with furniture and technology that maximize flexibility.  These 
daytime classroom spaces can be "flipped" to a 90-person 
space for evening residence life programs. 

Non-traditional learning spaces such as indoor and outdoor 
dining venues, coffee shop, communal kitchens and high-tech 
laundries also provide additional living-learning/community 
building spaces for students. 

This collaborative environment builds a strong sense of place 
and identity as well as community amongst the residents, 
creating vast opportunities for student interaction, within 
a safe and secure residence hall offering state of the art 
security.

OUTDOOR INTERACTION SPACES
We see green space and areas for outdoor gatherings 
and recreation as another opportunity to build a sense of 
community. Areas that foster student to student as well 
as student to faculty interaction build a greater sense of 
community, thereby increasing student academic success 
and retention. 

We believe the living environment of students needs to be 
accessible and should be spread from the building interiors to 
the exterior confines of a student’s campus home.  As a result, 
Our site designers create outdoor spaces to encourage student 
to student interaction as well as student to faculty interaction, 
areas to accommodate the transitional life between the social 
and academic environment.

SUSTAINABILITY
Sherman Carter Barnhart endorses environmentally 
intelligent design for our college and university clients. 
Together, we carefully evaluate the appropriate balance 
between environment and economic needs for our 
clients, while continually pushing the envelope to 
incorporate innovative sustainable design strategies. 

Known as a pioneer in developing "green" building 
alternatives, Sherman Carter Barnhart’s influence 
has resulted in the first Zero Energy building in the 
United States, as well as 31 LEED certified buildings 
ranging from Certified to Platinum, demonstrating a 
commitment to environmental design. 

Our sustainable design strategies focus on WELLNESS 
for both the user as well as the building. For the user 
daylighting and sustainable systems have proven 
to maximize student performance. Outside views, 
better lighting and ventilation as well as individual 
temperature controls all positively impact a student. 
Studies further indicate Wellness for the BUILDING 
focusing on energy conservation/recovery, also add s 
well as CO2 sensors add to the increased comfort and 
optimal conditions for student success.

Our spectrum of expertise addresses environmental 
design from the narrowest perspective of human 
comfort and building envelope to the broadest context 
of community and a life-sustaining planet.

7
LEED Silver Certified 

Residence Halls

1
LEED Gold Certified 

Residence Hall

1st
KY’s First Energy Star 

Certified Residence Hall

7
LEED Certified Residence 

Halls



SHERMAN CARTER BARNHART ARCHITECTS 7

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

STUDENT HOUSING REDEVELOPMENT
LARGEST PRIVATE • PUBLIC PARTNERSHIP (P3) IN THE COUNTRY

SERVICES 
Master Planning| 
Architecture|Landscape 
Architecture| Civil Engineering

CONSTRUCTION COST
$620 Million

COMPLETION DATE
2013 - 2017

REFERENCE
Mark Grambergs, Vice President, 
University Partnerships 
Greystar
901.259.2541  
mark.grambergs@greystar.com

6,850
student beds

Over a five year period, the University of 
Kentucky and Greystar (formerly EdR) 
leadership collaborated with Sherman Carter 
Barnhart Architects totally revitalized UK’s 
dated campus housing inventory.

At the start of the project, Sherman Carter 
Barnhart worked with University housing 
officials to master plan the areas of campus 
identified for the 14 new residence halls. 
The purpose of the master plan(s) was to 
establish a long term plan for residential 
housing consistent with UK’s goals. 

The University wanted to enhance the 
student life experience and reinforce the 
campus community through a series 
of dynamic residential communities. 
Each residential community is unique 
and designed to create an extraordinary 
experience of striking buildings, pedestrian 
walkways and dramatic open spaces. Many 
of these communities serve as gateways to 
campus.

Broadly redefining student housing and 
creating state-of-the-art living-learning 
communities at the University of Kentucky, 
this team, within a private-public 
partnership (P3) project delivery method, 
designed and constructed 6,850 beds over a 
five year period.

While replete with modern living spaces, 
academic planning was a primary focus 
in the new facilities.  Each residence hall 
creates an unique living-learning community 
featuring varying room styles coupled with 
generous community living spaces, study 
and classroom areas, as well as active 
learning/meeting space. Communal kitchens 
and high-tech laundry facilities are also 
located in each building. 

14
student residential 

communities
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UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

LYMAN T JOHNSON & DONOVAN HALL - 2 BEDROOM SEMI-SUITES 
A PRIVATE-PUBLIC-PARTNERSHIP

SERVICES 
Architecture|Landscape 
Architecture| Civil Engineering

SIZE
601 Beds/309 Units
172,064 SF

CONSTRUCTION COST
$25.8 Million

COMPLETION DATE
2014

REFERENCE
Mark Grambergs, Vice President, 
University Partnerships 
Greystar
901.259.2541  
mark.grambergs@greystar.com

LEED CERTIFICATION

Lyman T. Johnson Hall & Donovan Residence Hall represent 
Phase I of the total revitalization of campus housing.  While 
replete with modern living spaces, academic planning was 
a primary focus in the new facilities.

Two, four story buildings create a living-learning 
community featuring double occupancy semi-suites, 
generous community living, as well as study and classroom 
areas, including 16 active learning/meeting spaces. A 
communal kitchen capable of catering up to 100 guests and 
high-tech laundry facilities are located in each building. 
Three multi-disciplinary classrooms with furniture on 
casters, allow the switch from instructional classroom to 
open collaborative co-curricular programming space in just 
minutes.

Student living and learning are enriched with works 
by Kentucky artists in the lobbies, as well as an inner 
courtyard with an outdoor amphitheater wired for lights 
and sound for dramatic productions  and concerts. The 
twin residence halls showcase supportive technology for 
modern student living, including Ethernet, wireless, and 
satellite connections throughout.

A cupola towering over all is equipped with UK blue lighting 
that will shine on special occasions.

Donovan Hall includes a walkout lower level to 
accommodate academic and administrative needs. Smart 
classrooms, offices and multi-purpose rooms allow for 
many of the student residents to attend classes in the 
building where they live.

Features:
• 309 Double Occupancy Semi-Suites with Double 

Vanities
• Outdoor Amphitheater
• 16 Active Learning Areas
• 2 Recreation Rooms
• 3 Classrooms
• 2 Kitchens
• 2 Laundries
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UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

HAGGIN HALL - 2 BEDROOM SEMI-SUITES 
A PRIVATE-PUBLIC-PARTNERSHIP

SERVICES 
Architecture|Landscape 
Architecture| Civil Engineering

SIZE
150,100 SF/396 Beds

CONSTRUCTION COST
$19.5 Million

COMPLETION DATE
2014

REFERENCE
Mark Grambergs, Vice President, 
University Partnerships 
Greystar
901.259.2541  
mark.grambergs@greystar.com

Haggin Hall is the continuation of the Lyman T Johnson 
& Donovan Residence Halls development at the heart of 
campus.  The facility houses 396 students and includes 
K-Lair with outside eating and gathering spaces.

The five story building offers a mix of double occupancy 
semi-suite units and private two-bedroom suites 
interspersed with living learning community spaces, 
meeting and study rooms, and social gathering spaces.  
The residence hall includes a community kitchen, high 
tech laundry facilities, and a two-story entry lobby.  The 
living environment is enhanced with work by local 
Kentucky artists scattered throughout the lobbies and 
public spaces.  A cupola sits overtop the main entrance 
and is equipped with U.K. blue lighting that will shine 
on special occasions.  The residence hall incorporates 
the latest technologies including wireless internet and 
satellite television to enhance the living experience for 
today’s modern students.  

The residence hall offers multiple social spaces with 
views throughout central campus.  The building 
incorporates a pedestrian outdoor walk-thru which 
aligns with the courtyard / amphitheater at the adjacent 
to Lyman T Johnson & Donovan Residence Halls and 
reinforces the pedestrian pathways from central campus 
to the new academic building adjacent to Haggin Hall.

Features:
• 42 Double Occupancy Semi Suites
• 107 Two-Bedroom Suites
• 15 Living Learning Areas
• Kitchen
• Laundry
• 5 Lobby/Lounges
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UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

CHELLGREN HALL & THE DON & MIRA BALL HALL II - 2 BEDROOM SUITES 
A PRIVATE-PUBLIC-PARTNERSHIP

SERVICES 
Architecture|Landscape 
Architecture| Civil Engineering

SIZE
Chellgren Hall - 146,400 SF/409 Beds
Woodland Glen II - 146,400 SF/409 
Beds

CONSTRUCTION COST
$44.5 Million

COMPLETION DATE
2014

REFERENCE
Mark Grambergs, Vice President, 
University Partnerships 
Greystar
901.259.2541  
mark.grambergs@greystar.com

LEED CERTIFICATION

THE DON & MIRA BALL HALL
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Chellgren Hall & the Don & Mira Ball Hall represent the first 
phase in the redevelopment of the old Cooperstown Housing 
Complex  as part of the partnership between the University 
of Kentucky and Greystar (formerly Education Realty Trust).  
The sister residence halls provide a modern living experience 
as well as opportunities for academic study and instruction 
for the students who live there.  Combined, the buildings 
accommodate 818 students.
 
Two 5-story buildings comprise the living learning 
community and feature private 2-bedroom suites, designed 
around community living offering various living learning 
spaces, meeting and study rooms, social gatherings spaces, 
and three university classrooms. Chellgran Hall serves the 
R.O.T.C Community  and Woodland Glen II serves as the 
Greenhouse Environment & Sustainability Residential 
College as well as the Agriculture Residential College. 
Each residence hall features a community kitchen, hi-tech 
laundry facilities, and 2-story entry lobbies for use by all 

residents at Chellgren Hall & Woodland Glen II.  The student 
living and learning environment is enriched with works by 
local Kentucky artists throughout the lobbies and circulation 
spaces.  The residence hall showcases modern technology 
including wireless Internet and satellite television.  

Each residence hall was designed around a courtyard to 
protect and preserve large existing trees.  Each building 
boosts a study tower that faces the central campus Library 
and offers breathtaking views into the heart of campus.  
Chellgren Hall features a chiming clock tower that is back 
lighted with UK blue LED lighting that shines on special 
occasions.  Both residence halls are constructed with wood 
frame. 

Features:
• 212 Two Bedroom Suites
• 10 Living Learning Areas
• 4 Multipurpose Rooms
• 1 Kitchen
• 1 Central Laundry
• 2 Classrooms
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UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

JEWELL HALL - 2 BEDROOM SUITES 
A PRIVATE-PUBLIC-PARTNERSHIP

SERVICES 
Architecture|Landscape Architecture| 
Civil Engineering

SIZE
287,733 SF/740 Beds

CONSTRUCTION COST
$45.9 Million

COMPLETION DATE
2014

REFERENCE
Mark Grambergs, Vice President, 
University Partnerships 
Greystar
901.259.2541  
mark.grambergs@greystar.com

LEED CERTIFICATION

Jewell Hall was the first of four new residence halls on 
the north side of campus. The 7-story building  features 
2-bedroom suites, residence kitchens, and shared 
high tech laundry facilities. Amenities such as wireless 
Internet, satellite televisions, and several academic 
living/learning communities providing social and 
academic interaction between students of the same 
majors.

The building massing, the recess offsets in the stone 
and brick facade, the masonry detailing and the stone 
accents, along with the building set back from the 
street  were done to create a dramatic facade while 
complementing the facade of the adjacent Memorial 
Coliseum, one of the largest most significant historic 
buildings on UK’s North campus.

A cafe and "The Study" activate the first floor along the 
Avenue of Champions. The movable exterior walls and 
numerous door openings along the covered arcade allow 
a direct connection from these two spaces to the public 
plaza fronting the building and running along Avenue of 
Champions. Tables and chairs line the arcade and plaza 
creating an active and dramatic public space. 

Due to the length of the building and need for entry’s 
on both the west and east sides, an open breezeway, 
linking both sides was created.  Thereby allowing 24 hour 
movement through the  building without having to enter 
the building and  disrupt the security of the building.
The interior common spaces and study lounges are 

located at the crossroads of the interior circulation 
path and  provide dramatic views to the downtown on 
north end of the building and views back to campus 
on the south. Always allowing a view to exterior as you 
move through the building. The configuration of the 
rooms within the building allows the creation of smaller 
neighborhoods and communities within each floor.

The main building entry and first floor lobby link access 
to both sides of the building  and provide a dramatic 
2-story lobby with views to the exterior. A series of small 
outdoor public spaces are located around the building 
to allow spontaneous social gathering space as you walk 
along the sides of the building 

Jewell Hall features a 4,000 SF seventh floor roof top 
terrace providing a unique outdoor gathering space 
with tables and chairs that is highlighted by dramatic 
panoramic views of the University campus and downtown 
Lexington.  

The Study is an 8,400 SF central student tutoring and 
collaboration facility to serve the north side of the 
campus. The Study also accommodates a third party 
coffee shop, which boasts three 18’ foot wide operable 
storefronts that can be opened during pleasant weather 
to take advantage of the expansive arcade and plaza in 
front of The Study.  

Bike racks are scattered throughout the site in support of 
the University’s biking program.



SHERMAN CARTER BARNHART ARCHITECTS 17

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

BLAZER HALL - 2 & 4 BEDROOM SUITES 
A PRIVATE-PUBLIC-PARTNERSHIP

SERVICES 
Architecture|Landscape Architecture| 
Civil Engineering

SIZE
118,000 SF/427 Beds

CONSTRUCTION COST
$21 Million

COMPLETION DATE
2014

REFERENCE
Mark Grambergs, Vice President, 
University Partnerships 
Greystar
901.259.2541  
mark.grambergs@greystar.com

LEED CERTIFICATION

Blazer Hall is a continuation of the North 
Campus Residence Halls development, and was 
the second of four new residence halls.  The  
wood-frame construction residence hall houses 
427 students.

The five-story building offers private two 
bedroom suites along with private four bedroom 
suites interspersed with living learning/study 
spaces and social gathering seating areas in at 
least three locations on each floor, some with 
prominent views to the central courtyard shared 
with Jewell Hall, the Joe Craft Center, and the 
North Campus. 

The residence hall includes one community 
kitchen and high-tech laundry facilities. The 
living environment is enhanced with work by 
local Kentucky artists scattered throughout the 
lobbies and public spaces. The prominent entry 
tower is equipped with UK blue lighting that will 
shine on special occasions. The residence hall 
incorporates the latest technologies including 
wireless internet and satellite connection 
to enhance the living experience for today’s 
modern students.

Blazer Hall is LEED Silver Certified. Bike racks 
are scattered throughout the site to encourage 
sustainability.
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SERVICES 
Architecture|Landscape 
Architecture| Civil Engineering

SIZE
282,267 SF/782 Beds

CONSTRUCTION COST
$49.2 Million

COMPLETION DATE
2015

REFERENCE
Mark Grambergs, Vice President, 
University Partnerships 
Greystar
901.259.2541  
mark.grambergs@greystar.com

LEED CERTIFICATION

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

WOODLAND GLEN III - 2 BEDROOM SUITES 
A PRIVATE-PUBLIC-PARTNERSHIP

Woodland Glen III is the continuation of the Central 
Campus Residence Halls developments as one of 
five residences in the Woodland Glen community.  
The facility houses 782 students and includes two 
classrooms for the University’s academic use. It is 
the Engineering Residential College. 

The five story building offers private two-bedroom 
suites interspersed with active learning community 
spaces and social gathering seating areas, some 
with prominent views to the Central Woodland Glen 
courtyard and the W. T. Young Library.  The residence 
hall includes two community kitchens, high tech 
laundry facilities, and two-story entry porches.  
The living environment is enhanced with work by 
local Kentucky artists scattered throughout the 
lobbies and public spaces.  Prominent gables are 
equipped with U.K. blue lighting that will shine on 
special occasions.  The residence hall incorporates 
the latest technologies including wireless internet 
and satellite connections to enhance the living 
experience for today’s modern students.  

Woodland Glen III is LEED Certified offering several 
amenities such as bike racks  to encourage 
sustainability.  

Features:
• 380 Two Bedroom Suites
• 22 Single Bedroom Residences
• 13 Living Learning Areas
• 3 Multipurpose Rooms
• 2 Kitchens
• 2 Central Laundry
• 2 Classrooms
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SERVICES 
Architecture|Landscape 
Architecture| Civil Engineering

SIZE
213,821 SF/578 Beds

CONSTRUCTION COST
$36.3 Million

COMPLETION DATE
2015

REFERENCE
Mark Grambergs, Vice President, 
University Partnerships 
Greystar
901.259.2541  
mark.grambergs@greystar.com

LEED CERTIFICATION

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

WOODLAND GLEN IV - 2 BEDROOM SUITES 
A PRIVATE-PUBLIC-PARTNERSHIP

Woodland Glen IV residence hall is part of the 
continuation of the Central Campus residence halls and 
is one of five at the Woodland Glen residence community.   
The facility houses 578 students, includes one classroom 
for academic use, and serves as the STEMCats living 
learning community. 

The seven story building has 2 bedroom suites, 
interspersed with active learning community spaces 
and social gathering/ seating areas, offering prominent 
views to the central Woodland Glen courtyard and the 
W.T. Young Library.  The residence hall includes one 
community kitchen, high tech laundry facilities and two-
story entry lobby and community learning space.  The 
residence hall includes wireless Internet and satellite TV 
connections to enhance the living experience for today’s 
modern students.

Woodland Glen IV is LEED Certified.

Features:
• 280  Two Bedroom Suites
• 20 Single Bedroom 

Residences
• 20 Living Learning Areas
• 5 Multipurpose Rooms
• 1 Kitchen
• 1 Central Laundry
• 1 Classroom
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SERVICES 
Architecture|Landscape 
Architecture| Civil Engineering

SIZE
97,515 SF/250 Beds

CONSTRUCTION COST
$15.7 Million

COMPLETION DATE
2015

REFERENCE
Mark Grambergs, Vice President, 
University Partnerships 
Greystar
901.259.2541  
mark.grambergs@greystar.com

LEED CERTIFICATION

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

WOODLAND GLEN V - 2 BEDROOM SUITES 
A PRIVATE-PUBLIC-PARTNERSHIP

Woodland Glen V is the 
fifth building in the 
redevelopment of the old 
Cooperstown Housing 
Complex, now known as 
Woodland Glen. Part of 
the on-going joint effort by the University of Kentucky 
and Greystar (formerly EdR) to replace the University’s 
on-campus housing.  The facility accommodates 250 
students and includes an entire floor dedicated to the 
building maintenance operations for Woodland Glen by 
Education Realty Trust.  

The six-story building is comprised of all private two-
bedroom suites each mixed with various living / learning 
community spaces, meeting and study rooms, social 
gathering spaces, and a University classroom.  It serves 
as the Healthcare Residential College. The residence hall 
also provides a community kitchen, high tech laundry 
facilities, and a two story entry lobby for the residents.  
The living environment is decorated with artwork from 
local Kentucky artisans scattered throughout the 
building lobbies and circulation spaces.  The residence 
hall incorporates the modern technologies including 
wireless internet and satellite television to enhance the 
living experience.  

The residence hall incorporates multiple social spaces 
with views to a large central courtyard created by the five 
buildings that comprise the Woodland Glen development.  
Bicycle racks, grassy lawns, and sunny patios provide 
a vibrant outdoor environment for the residents of 
Woodland Glen V.  

Features:
• Two Bedroom Suites
• 8 Single Bedroom 

Residences
• 7 Living Learning Areas
• 1 Kitchen
• 1 Central Laundry
• 1 Classrooms
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SERVICES 
Architecture|Landscape Architecture| 
Civil Engineering

SIZE
Holmes Hall: 228,500 SF/645 Beds
Boyd Hall: 193,450 SF/496 Beds

CONSTRUCTION COST
Holmes Hall: $41.5 Million

Boyd Hall: $28 Million

COMPLETION DATE
2017

REFERENCE
Mark Grambergs, Vice President, 
University Partnerships 
Greystar
901.259.2541  
mark.grambergs@greystar.com

LEED CERTIFICATION

HOLMES HALL           BOYD HALL

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

HOLMES & BOYD HALL - 2 & 4 BEDROOM SUITES 
A PRIVATE-PUBLIC-PARTNERSHIP

Holmes and Boyd Residence Halls are a 4.7 acre 
community consisting of two - seven-story residence 
halls, and a central courtyard thoughtfully designed 
around the historical Patterson Hall, which serves as the 
center of the development. Holmes and Boyd Hall offer 
645 beds and 496 beds respectively, in a new student 
residential model to promote collaboration. 

Holmes & Boyd Halls holds a significant place 
geographically on campus. Its located at the corner  
between downtown Lexington and the edge of UK’s  
campus. The university requested a more urban design 
solution for this building while respecting the current 
campus architectural  vocabulary; therefore, the exterior 
of the new Holmes Hall utilizes brick masonry, accented 
with metal panels and glass. 

These buildings sit on the site of two former buildings 
built in the 1950’s and 1930’s that framed a significant 
pedestrian route through campus. Consequently, an open 
breezeway through the new Holmes Hall was designed 
to recreate this pedestrian pathway. It allows an open 
24-hour link to the entire site and future connections to 
downtown, without going into and through the student 
residence hall. Located along the breezeway is an elevator 
providing accessibility between the lower and upper 
plazas. The breezeway also offers a dramatic two-story 
vista into the north campus with a glass walkway 
bridging and framing the open breezeway. 

To activate the street level along Ave of Champions, the 
first-floor space was programmed for a restaurant as 
well as classrooms, a dance studio, and music practice 
rooms for the Visual and Performing Arts Living Learning 
Program. Tables and chairs located in a landscaped plaza 
that wraps the building create an active and dramatic 
public space on THE "corner" of campus. 

The significance of the corner location is further 
emphasized by the placement of interior elevator 
lobbies in the building. The elevator lobbies open onto 
and connect with large student lounges. These lounges, 
contain full kitchens as well as provide a space for 
spontaneous meetings, hanging out, or meeting friends 
between classes. The view from these full glass lobbies 
and lounges provide dramatic vistas back to the corner 
and the campus beyond. From the exterior, the 7 story 
glass curtain wall corner becomes a visually dramatic 
feature of the building, especially at night with color-
changing lighting.

The main building entry lobby provides a dramatic 2 
story lobby with views to the new student center, while 
a dramatic landscaped plaza leads you to the building 
lobby. 

Covered bicycle parking spaces for 30% of the student 
population are provided throughout the residential 
area in support of the University’s bicycle initiatives 
throughout campus. 
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SERVICES 
Architecture|Landscape 
Architecture| Civil Engineering

SIZE
147,520 SF/345 Beds

CONSTRUCTION COST
$30.4 Million

COMPLETION DATE
2017

REFERENCE
Mark Grambergs, Vice President, 
University Partnerships 
Greystar
901.259.2541  
mark.grambergs@greystar.com

LEED CERTIFICATION

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

LEWIS HONORS COLLEGE - 2 BEDROOM SUITES 
A PRIVATE-PUBLIC-PARTNERSHIP

Lewis Hall is a five story building offering a mix of double 
occupancy private two-bedroom suites interspersed with living 
learning community spaces and social gathering spaces. The 
latest technologies including wireless internet and satellite 
television enhance the living experience, as well as amenities 
such as community kitchens and high tech laundry facilities. 
The living environment is enhanced with work by local Kentucky 
artists scattered throughout the lobbies and public spaces. 

The residence hall offers multiple social spaces with views 
throughout central campus.  The pedestrian outdoor breezeway 
aligns with the courtyard/amphitheater at the adjacent to Lyman 
Johnson and Donovan Halls. An open courtyard with eating and 
gathering spaces provides connectivity to the adjacent 90 dining 
facility.

Lewis Hall features two distinct entries, one for the Honors College 
and one for the student residents. A cupola equipped with variable 
color lighting that shines 
on special occasions, sits overtop the residence hall entry and is 
prominently featured along the promenade tree allee. 
Lewis Hall includes 20,000 SF to accommodate the Lewis Honors 
College academic and administrative space. Smart classrooms, 
offices (including the dean’s office) and a Cafe provide Honors 
Students a living, learning and social space in the building in 
which they live. The Lewis Honors College entrance includes a 
prominent bronze curtain wall with embossed aluminum panels, 
full height limestone and a bronze metal roof. Entering this space, 
you are welcomed by high ceilings, wood finishes and lounge/
learning spaces.

Features:
• 165 Two-Bedroom Suites
• 9 Living Learning Areas
• Kitchen
• Laundry
• Lobby/Lounges
• 4 Classrooms
• Commons Lounge
• Catering Kitchen
• Cafe
• 32 Honors Faculty & Staff Offices
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SERVICES 
Architecture|Landscape 
Architecture| Civil Engineering

SIZE
355,960 SF/771 Beds

CONSTRUCTION COST
$62,754,000

COMPLETION DATE
2017

REFERENCE
Mark Grambergs, Vice President, 
University Partnerships 
Greystar
901.259.2541  
mark.grambergs@greystar.com

LEED CERTIFICATION

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

UNIVERSITY FLATS - APARTMENT STYLE 
A PRIVATE-PUBLIC-PARTNERSHIP

University Flat’s architectural elements include a mix 
of brick masonry, limestone masonry features, and 
insulated metal panels gives, giving the facility an urban 
feel as the gateway to the South Campus Residence 
Halls development. University Flats, along with Lewis 
Hall, Donovan, Lyman Hall, and Haggin Hall, is one of five 
new residence halls developed along the University Drive 
corridor.  

It is the first new student housing designed specifically 
for older students to provide the University with a 
continuum of opportunity for attracting their returning 
students. While the residence is constructed as one 
structure, it functionally operates as two buildings with 
separate entrances for upperclassmen and graduate 
students. The upperclassmen residence features a mix 
of two and four bedroom apartments. The graduate 
residence features a mix of one bedroom apartments 
and studios. All units in both residences feature a 
private laundry and full-featured kitchen. 

The upperclassmen entrance includes a prominent 
glazed curtainwall, limestone, and metal panel facade 
leading to a two-story main lobby. The lobby leads to an 
adjacent two story Club Room, complete with a private 
kitchen, a fireplace, and an outdoor covered patio that 
can be reserved for private functions. A multipurpose 
room with a view is included on each of the top five 
floors. A breezeway provides a pedestrian connection 
from University Drive to the rear courtyard. The graduate 
entrance features its own exclusive entry, with an 
extended height corner tower element comprised of 
curtainwall and insulated metal panels. The living 
environment is enhanced with work by local Kentucky 
artists scattered throughout the lobbies and public 
spaces. Both entries will be equipped with UK blue and 
color-changeable lighting that will be illuminated on 
special occasions.  The residence hall incorporates the 
latest technologies including wireless internet and 
satellite connections to enhance the living experience 
for today’s modern students. 



SHERMAN CARTER BARNHART ARCHITECTS 31

MOREHEAD STATE UNIVERSITY

ANDREWS RESIDENCE HALL 2 & 4 BEDROOM SUITES 

SERVICES 
Architecture|Interior Design

SIZE
524 Beds

CONSTRUCTION COST
$25.6 Million

STATUS
Complete 2016

REFERENCE
Mr. Kim Oatman
Assistant Vice President Facilities
606-783-2066
k.oatman@moreheadstate.edu

LEED CERTIFICATION

Prior to selecting Sherman Carter Barnhart as the architect 
for the Andrews Residence Hall, the University had 
developed a master plan outlining, in general, the desired 
characteristics and location of residence halls on campus. 
The master plan illustrated constructing multiple residence 
halls in two phases, the first with 400 beds and the second 
with 200 beds. This plan also required the demolition of two 
existing residence halls to construct phase two. 

Sherman Carter Barnhart‘s initial step was to review room 
type, student community size, building size, operational 
efficiency & cost, site conditions, construction cost, 
and owner’s budget for the residence halls shown in 
the master plan. We then synthesized the master plan 
information and the firm’s residence hall database into 
a concept analysis document which analyzed the project 
construction cost, room type, building efficiency, and bed 
count for multiple residence hall schemes. 

The concept analysis was reviewed with the key 
stakeholders and the pros and cons of each scheme 
were discussed. Through this process Sherman Carter 
Barnhart developed a single building scheme that met 
all the university’s goals in a more cost effective manner 
than outlined in the master plan. This scheme also saves 
the University the cost of demolishing two buildings 
allowing them to stay in service to continue to provide 
revenue for the University.

Andrews Hall has a combination of two room suites with a 
shared bath and four bedroom suites providing a total of 
524 beds on four floors. Each floor provides the students 
with shared multi-use space where they can come together 
as a community and build social bonds. The brick and 
limestone exterior is designed in the collegiate gothic style 
to enhance the existing campus architecture.
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MOREHEAD STATE UNIVERSITY

THOMPSON HALL - 2 BEDROOM SUITES 

1st
KY’s First Energy Star 

Certified Residence Hall
SERVICES 
Architecture|Interior Design 
|Landscape Architecture| Civil 
Engineering

SIZE
60 Beds

CONSTRUCTION COST
$5.5 Million

STATUS
Complete

REFERENCE
Darrell Banks
Transylvania University
859-233-8111
dbanks@transy.edu 

CERTIFICATION

Thomson Residence Hall offers upper-class 
students a well-balanced living environment 
with privacy, when needed, coupled with 
numerous inviting social interaction spaces. 
The three-story, residence hall features 
31 suite-style living units offering a living 
room, study area, kitchenette, bathroom, and 
bedroom. 

On the ground floor, common areas with large 
areas of glass give a visual connection to 
campus life and feature the 1780 Café. This 
social interaction space features tables and 
booths, flat-screen televisions, and an outdoor 
student interaction space making it a popular 
gathering place. 

Social gathering areas are abundant 
elsewhere featuring living/learning spaces 
such as a lower level classroom with 
a capacity of 80, as well as a spacious 
gathering area at the end of hallways on the 
second and third floors.  

Features:
• Suite Style Rooms
• Private Bath/Kitchenette/Study/Living Room
• Cafe
• Study Areas
• Indoor Gathering Areas
• Outdoor Patio/Gathering Area



SHERMAN CARTER BARNHART ARCHITECTS 35

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

GREEK PARK & GREEK HOUSING 

SERVICES 
Architecture|Interior Design| 
Landscape Architecture | Civil 
Engineering | Structural Engineering

SIZE
Alpha Chi Omega: 21,000 SF/38 Beds
Phi Mu House: 18,000 SF/38 Beds
FarmHouse: 20,000 SF/52 Bed

CONSTRUCTION COST
Alpha Chi Omega: $6 M
Phi Mu House: $4 M
FarmHouse: $3.4 M

COMPLETION DATE
Alpha Chi Omega : Complete 2018
Phi Mu House : Complete 2015
FarmHouse: Complete 2014

REFERENCE
Raymond Haunsz, Project Manager
Capital Project Management Division
University of Kentucky
859-218-3107
raymond.haunsz@uky.edu

Greek Park
Sherman Carter 
Barnhart began 
working with the 
University of Kentucky 
on the development 
of Greek Village 
in 2012.  The site 
design solution 
provided connectivity 
throughout the area, 
complementing the 
existing landscape 
fabric of the campus 

in accordance with the master plan. Pedestrian corridors and green spaces, 
enhance the Greek student’s experience, create the opportunity to strengthen UK’s 
Greek community, and connects the Greek Village to the surrounding campus areas.

Greek Village is a vibrant community that serves as the center of UK’s Greek social 
and residential life. It transitions sensitively to adjacent neighborhoods at Euclid 
Avenue and Woodland Drive, enhancing student life through a dynamic living and 
learning environment.  Greek Park, serves as termination point at Transylvania Park 
and features an open green space for gatherings and outdoor performances, with 
the Spanish Steps creating terraced seating. The area also provides parking, which 
was designed with permeable pavers to achieve water quality and quantity controls. 

FarmHouse Fraternity
The FarmHouse Fraternity house is traditional in 
appearance, complementing the surrounding textures 
and context of the University of Kentucky campus. The 
house is three stories, featuring a fiber cement siding 
exterior with brick and precast details and shingle 
roof. It is configured with bedroom suites offering 
a centralized bath. In addition to the men’s rooms 
there is a private house mother suite, which contains 
a bedroom, living room area, and private bathroom.  
Outside, there is a veranda in the back featuring a large 
patio and outdoor gathering space.

FarmHouse

Phi Mu Sorority
The Phi Mu Sorority House on Rose Lane is a new, 3-story 
building featuring a classically inspired exterior with four 
20’ tall Ionic columns supporting a radiused porch.  Cut 
stone and brick veneers clad the building exterior with 
standing seam metal roofing and 3rd floor mansard. 
 
The building interior includes an elliptical entry vestibule 
fronting the 2-story entry hall.  A parlor with fireplace, large 
Chapter Room with custom casework and large Dining Room 
provide ample public space on the ground floor.  The second 
floor includes a Library and rooftop terrace.  Other public 
spaces include study and craft areas.  The house provides 
a house mother suite and accommodations for 38 women 
within 9 bedroom suites.
 
The site includes a garden behind the house consisting of 
several patios of granite, concrete, paver stone and sod.  
Garden walls screen the adjacent parking lot and provide 
seat walls.

Alpha Chi Omega
The Alpha Chi Omega Sorority is one of the largest Greek 
houses on campus.  The Georgian Revival brick and stone 
exterior of the building includes a large and inviting entry 
porch punctuated with 4 Ionic columns and pedestals.  The 
Alpha Chi Omega coat of arms is predominantly placed 
within the pediment above the entry porch. The ground 
floor is punctuated with large archtop windows with 
radial muntins recessed into a stucco and stone frame 
surrounded by a brick arch with keystone.

The house includes a walk-out basement that opens to 
a wide patio with a radial seat wall along the rear of the 
building in a parklike, landscaped setting.  This side of the 
house is graced with 3 large archtop windows set in a frame 
of Ionic and Tuscan pilasters upon stone pedestals. The 
walk-out basement includes a large Dining / Chapter Room 
capable of seating nearly 150 occupants and includes a 
commercial kitchen, large serving space and craft room.  

A sweeping, elliptical stair and overlook connects the 
walk-out basement to the ground floor above.  The ground 
floor includes many public spaces including a large Living 
Room that may accommodate over 75 occupants with large, 
arched windows overlooking the patio below.  Also provided 
at the ground floor is the House Director Suite, Conference 
Room, Study Room, Restrooms, Foyer and Alcove.

The house includes 23 bedrooms on two floors in a variety of 
configurations to accommodate 2 or 3 occupants.  Central 
bathrooms on each resident floors provide amenities of 
glass door showers, granite lavatories and granite top 
make-up counters with personal cubbies.

The spaces of Alpha Chi Omega were purposely designed to 
encourage community living and sisterhood and equipped 
with spaces and infrastructure to support superior 
academics, alumni involvement with all the comforts of 
home.

Phi Mu

Alpha Chi Omega



COLLABORATION.
SHERMAN CARTER BARNHART’S PHILOSOPHY IS FIRMLY ROOTED 
IN THE BELIEF THAT SUCCESS IS THE RESULT OF COLLABORATION.

At the core of our architectural practice is design and planning excellence. Sherman Carter 
Barnhart is committed to creating uplifting spaces for people, responding to community, 

context, and environment. 

Our philosophy is firmly rooted in the belief that success is the result of collaboration and 
dialogue, a process which stresses an open exchange of ideas both within the firm and 

more importantly, between the client and the firm throughout the development of a project. 
Through a comparative process, which teases out critical issues and optimal solutions, we 
are able to ensure that the client’s needs and desires are addressed at each point in the life 

of a project.

HIGHER EDUCATION STUDIO.
A DEFINING STRENGTH OF SHERMAN CARTER BARNHART IS THE 

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP WE OFFER THROUGH OUR 
STUDIO-FOCUS APPROACH. 

As leaders in the design of academic facilities, including state-of-the-art classrooms, 
performing arts facilities, student housing, and student life, Sherman Carter Barnhart’s higher 

education studio  brings inventive skill, vision, and in-depth understanding of the issues 
affecting colleges and universities.

Sherman Carter Barnhart promotes innovative design that addresses the needs of today’s 
students. We acknowledge the significance of recruitment, retention and ranking among the 
competitive learning community. We work with our clients to integrate evolving technologies 

and teaching styles into building design, founded on student expectations. 
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